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ed on the public attention. In-retracing them 


at this. time, I am far from wiſhing: toy excite 


ſympathy. for my own misfortunes, which: 
belongs more juſtly to thoſe of others. More 
noble motives inſpire me; I am animatad * , 


more liberal ſentiments. pitt 


. Monſtrous crimes have followed. an La 


lidory: Should my country be accuſed, or 
us tyrants? The public opinion, as yet waver- 
ing, is about to be eſtabliſhed, -. +++ 19 
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France, for three years, has preſented anly 


tyrants and flaves, executioners and victims. 


Free and generous minds turn with diſguſt 
from this picture; feeling hearts tremble to 
behold it. I will direct them to more agree. 
able objects. They ſhall behold the moſt ten- 
der humanity ſhine amidſt the noble virtue 
and real conrage whereby it is ſurrounded, 
The maſſacres of Vannes were effected by 
the command of the party which at that 
time prevailed in the Convention; that party 
which cauſed diſaffection in the army; thoſe 
men who have every where excited indigna- 
tion. But the French name muſt not be ſtained 
with this crime. It outht to be added to that 
immenſe liſt by which the Convention has 
rivetted its bloody tyranny. 

A Capitulation was made, and it was broken! 
Cruelty invoked perfidy to her aid. F ſcaped 
almoſt alone from theſe maſſacres, I felt it an 
indiſpenſable duty to diſcover the authors 
Ah ! who could ſeparate himſelf from the glory 
of his country ? Bur ſentiments ſtill more ten- 
der animate me. I was impatient to pay the 


tribute of love and gratitude to thoſe generous 
benefactors who have braved ſo many dange!s 


to ſnatch me from death, Oh! my friends 
this 
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this tribute will ROT you from a fron land, 
it is true; but in which they know how to 
honor virtue and reſpect mis fortune. I ſhould 
rejoice to preſent your names to all minds of 
ſenſibility, but am forced to conceal them 
there are ſtill tyrants in my country. : 

And you, affecting victims of honor and 
fidelity ! I have ſeen your ſublime ſacrifice, 
and will retrace it. You are no more, but your 25 
generous blood has flowed for your king; it 
has flowed in thoſe noble countries where his 
revered name is ſo often invoked! From thence 
your avengers will one day ariſe, You deſerv- 
ed to conquer in the plains of la Vendee.— 
Be comforted, illuſtrious ſhades ! You ſhall be 
aſſociated in glory with thoſe heroes. i 
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CHAPTER I. 


Ox the Feen en of july, at five 
in ho morning, the corps which were not on 
duty at Fort Penthievre were ſtill at their 
quarters. We heard the generale beat. —The 
regiment of Hector formed, and Monſ. de 
Soulange, although grievouſly wounded in the 
affair of the fixteenth, put himſelf at our head, 
We marched towards the little mill, where 
Monſ. de Sombreuil was under arms with his 
diviſion. We were as yet ignorant of the cap- 
ture of Fort Penthievre4y we ſuppoſed it only 
attacked. Monſ. de Sombreuil had juſt or- 
dered ſome movements, when we perceived 
the enemy marching in three colums; one ta- 
king to the right, another to the left on the 
ſea- ſnore to ſurround us. That of the centre 
compoſed of grenadiers and chaſſeurs, advanc- 
ed againſt our, front, preceded by ſome rifle- 
men, who annoyed us very much. When they 


were within muſket-ſhot, a great number of 


our 5 deſerted to the enemy, and cried 
out, © wwe are Republicans.” I did not remark 


one of the diviſion of Monſ. de Sombreuil, nor 


of 


15 


r the regiment” of Flector.—Monf de 85281 
breuil commanded us to march to Fort- Neuf, 
and to rally there. In going thither ſome ſol- 


diers abandoned us again, to re-. embark. We 


peheld on the ſhore a multitude of old men, 
women and children, who came to ſeek an aſy- 
lum at Quiberon, and who in throwing them- 
{elves into the boats, periſhed in our ſight.— 
Tormenting ſpectacle! Paying little regard to 


our perſonal misfortunes, we gave the tribute 
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of our tears to the fate of ſo many victims. 

Arrived at Fort- Neuf, Monſ. de Sombreuil 
collected the remains of the different corps'.— 
The Engliſh floop Lark, anchored very near 
the land, and cannonaded the centre column. 
The two others always ane übreck with A 
view to ſurround us, 


It was in this poſition that Monſ. de Som- 
breuil advanced alone towards the enemy, and 
made a fign with his hand. The column halted. 
General Hoche, who commanded it, advanced 


a few ſteps, followed by two of his ſtafF officers. 
Monſ. de Sombreuil, raiſing his voice, ſaid to 
him,“ The men I command, are determined 
* to periſh under the ruins of the fort; but if 
“you will permit them to re-embark, you will 
5 ſpare-the blood of Frenchmen,” General 
1 | Hoche 
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a Hoche anfwered him,“ I cannot ſuffer them 
Wo: - re-embark, bur if you will ground your 


«arms, you ſhall be treated as priſoners of 


©<-war.” Are the Emigrants included in this 


e capitulation?” added Monſ. de Sombreuil, 
Ves, ſaid General Hoche,—* all 2who lay 
* down their arms.” 

The terms of the capitulation being agreed 


upon, Gen. Hocke aſked M. de Sombreuil his 


name. When he heard it, © as to you, fir, l 
can promiſe nothing.” lt is not for my- 
* ſelf,” anſwered Monſ de Sombreuil, © that! 
« was deſirous to capitulate. I ſhall die content 


& if Lean ſave my brave companions in arms, 


Believe me, Lam far from wiſhing to ſurvive 
« {> unfortunate a day.” 

Monſ. de Sombreuil returned to the fort and 
ſaid to us, Gentlemen, l have obtained as fi- 
vorable conditions as circumſtances would 
permit. I have engaged that you ſhould 
© lay. down your arms; ground them, and 
tell the Engliſh ſloop to ceaſe firing.” He 


| concealed from us that he had ſacrificed him- 


felf.. Some people who ſpoke Engliſh, advanc- 
el-towards: the ſhore, and told the floops not 
to approach, for they had capitulated. The 
Lark continued her fire. Monſ, de Gary, 
| | | _ 
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ſwam towards the ſloop, and told her to ceaſe 
firing. Faithful to the terms of capitulation, 
he returned amongſt ns, to find a death from 
which he might ſo eaſily have eſcaped but 
his memory is immortalized =o this "hervic 
action. 2 
In a few moments three pants bes 
and many foldiers came into the fort. Monſ. 
D Entrechaux, my comrade and friend; had 
not left me in this ill-fated day: I propoſed to 
him that we ſhould approach one of thofe effi- 
cers, whoſe deportment inſpired me with con- 
fidence. “ You fee (ſaid I,) how unkappy 


* we are, but ſave us, fir, from infults, whick 


© would be more tormenting than death irfelf” 


This officer replied (reſting on the neck of 


his horſe) © ah! how much am F affected with 
your misfortunes ! T have ſerved the Tame 
*cauſe as you: It is perhaps as dear to me. 

* could not find for myſelf and family, any 
8 againſt tyranny, but in the republi- 


can armies. But I conjure you to re-embark 


if poſfible.” We told him that the floops 
had weighed anchor, and that there was a ca- 
pitulation. He then deſired us to follow him. 


We were going out of che fort as Tallien was 
- enter- 


cv) 

entering it. He was on horſeback, His (of 
and agrecable countenance had. nothing. inſt ult. 
ing in it. Here (fad I) is a day very much 
« aaforeſcen,” . Les ſir,” (aid he, modeſtly) 
and caching: M. de Sombreuil, ah! hoy 

*; unfortunate 1 is your family!“ & * I did hope 
© to revenge them, (ſaid Monſ. ds Sombreuil) 
3 ale 1 Wall learn at leaſt to ſuppart-misfor. 

tunes.“ -Tallien immediately gave. orders 
to conduct the priſoners. to St. Barbe, which 
was the head- quarters of the army. The. re- 


publican officer led us through a bye road.. on 
We paſſed through the army, without " ' fly 
ceiving, 1 will not ſay an injury; but without ko 
an unpleaſant word. 4 We perceived every . mu 
where a ſympathy. blended with pity. Arrive . tur 
ed at a poſt, gene friend called the officer, ' the 
and ſaid to him, © take care of theſe. gentlemen, ¶ the 
they have exerted their efforts to ſpare re i c. 
_ © publican blood!” He folded us in his arms 500 
and left us. He had without doubt a particu nit 5 
lar deſtination, for we never ſaw him. more. ces 
May this tender and generous man ſome day hs 


run over theſe ſheets, and there read the deep . and 
impreſſion which he has left in our hearts! 
The officer to whom he recommended us, 
cauſed us to enter into his tent, and offered us 

7 2a 
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me very black bread; He apologized beck 


for the quality and quantity of it. Our 
6 portion is ſmall an he) but Fam happy toi 


„divide it With you.“ He added in a lo- 
toice, A republic is a fine thing, but We die 


& with hunger, and we are naked!“ And in 


reality, this army was in want of every thing. 
* Bur (I added) we are ſtill more to be pitted 
„than you.” © Undeceive yourſelf (faid he) 

_ have here two very powerful claims; 


„vou will ſee with what eagerneſs they will 
fly to your aid. Tou are in a friendly and 
hoſpitable country: You do not know how 
much you are wiſhed for; I have juſt gone 
through it. Sorrow marked our way. Mos 


them, behold the ſupporters of the hortible 
Convention! Tt is certain (added he) that 


' nity. If you had had but the ſmalleſt fuc- 
ceſs, the colours of the republic would have 
been abandoned. Tallien knew it well, 


troops to attack the fort.“ 

We wiſhed to prolong our converſation with 
his plain and honeſt man, when ſome repub- 
B lican 


you are unfortunate and you are ORAL | 


chers, ſhewing us to their children, ſaid to 


2408 have let flip a moſt favorable opportu- 


and he exerted every effort to determine the 
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ſean officers came into the tent; ſome led by 
curioſity, but more by a real ſympathy. Every 
one had a decent and engaging manner. Ma 
ny of them had been impriſoned during the © 
tyranny of Robeſpierre. They had known 
misfortune, and had learnt to honor it from 
experience. They uſed every endeavour uus 
quiet our apprehenſions. They told us tha ed 
the army had heard with joy of our capitula inf. 
| tion, and that no one would dare to violate it he, 
Theſe diſcourſes ſometimes inſpired us with fixe 
Hope, and the regard ſhewn us by the ſoldien the) 
ſerved to confirm it. They ſpoke to us wid = 
kindneſs. If they met with an officer of the 
ſame province or of the ſame town, they ap 
proached him with ardour, and every trace ol 
thoſe prejudices and averſions productive of { 
many crimes and miſeries, was obliterated. ' 
At four o'clock in the evening they beat the 
generale: Orders were given to aſſemble the 
priſoners, and prepare to march to Aurai. 
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© CHAPTER: IL. 


Our arrival at Aurai and tranſactions there. 


CY 


5 TEE republican officer conducted 


us to the place of rendezvous, and recommend- 


ed us to one of his friends. He promiſed to 
inform us of all that might paſs; but, added 
he, do not be uneaſy, the opinion is too firmly 
fixed. All the army were of the ſame mind; 
they did not ſuſpect the perfidy of Tallien. 
At five o'clock, they placed us between two 
ranks of ſoldiers, and ſet off for Aurai. Before 
our departure, the republican officer who com- 
manded the eſcort, told M. de Sombrcuil that 
we ſhould be treated with the regard due to 
priſoners of war, but that he hoped no perſon 
would endeavour to eſcape. The eſcort was 
weak, and worn down with fatigue. The bad 
roads obliged us every moment to break the 
ranks and go through the fields. It was very 
dark, I being obliged to ſtop, the column 
went on. I loſt my way; I called with a loud 
voice; they anſwered me, and I came up with 
two ſoldiers who conducted me to the detach- 
Rent, At our arrival at Aurai, not one perſon 
„ was 


. 

was miſſing. None of the priſoners wiſhed 
to ſhrink from the dangers that might await 
us; but eſtimating life as nothing, and honor 
above every thing, they diſplayed an example 
of religious and heroic fidelity to their parole. 

Before we arrived at Aurai, the commander 
of the eſcort told me that we were going to be 
lo:ged in a church, and deſired me to go in a. 
mong the firſt, that I might ſecure a ſeat on a 
8 adjoining a pillar. We arrived at 


Aurai about half paſt nine o'clock at night, 


All the women were at the windows, I regard- 
ed them attentively. [ perceived emotions of 
the moſt tender ſympathy. Tears ſtreamed 
from every eye. They regarded us always 
with ſorrow, and ſometimes with tumidity: 
They ſeemed to fear meeting with a ſon, a bros 
ther, or a friend. —The priſoners marched in 
ſilence; night added to this ſpectacle, a ſolem- 
nity inexpreſſibly intereſting. 

We were conducted to the church —— 
I ſeated myſelf on the ſtone-bench, I perceiv- 
ed at that moment Monſ. de Sombreuil ſtand- 
ing, and looking about for a place to fit down. 


I offered him a ſhare of mine; he accepted it, 
and this gave riſe to our acquaintance. He 
ſpoke without ceaſing of the misfortunes ot 


this 
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{on 


this day. He nnboſomet himſelf freely, buy 
made no alluſion to the fate which awaited 
him. A ſtranger to fear, his young and ar- 
dent ſpirit panted only after glory. Foiled in 
the commencement of a brilliant career, he felt 
beyond every thing a profound grief in not 
being able to fulfil his deſtination. This ſen- 
timent was often iningled with tender and af. 
fecting recollections. e had juſt torn him- 
{cif from love, without bearing the endearing 
name of huſband. Worn out with fatigue, 
we fell aſleep. I awoke the firſt ; when my at- 
tention was fixed on him. What ferenity tl paid 
the tribute of an involuntary tear to ſo much 


| beauty, ſuch youth, and ſuch expectations“ 


At eight o'clock in the morning, the'munt- 
cipal officers came into the church to demand 
the liſt of the officers, and to ſeparate them 
from the ſoldiers. They excepted the volun- 
tecr nobles of Beon and Damas. We were 
found 575. We were ſent to a houſe of OW 
and placed in ſeven apartments. 

At four o'clock in the evening, a detachuietie 
came and conducted us on the road to l' Orient, 

where 
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7 N here certify that the letter from Monſ. de N to 
mmodore Warren, is genuine. M. de S. read it to me. 


He had it in 9 to write one to the King of ä | 
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af the greateſt grief. The inhabitants were 
convinced that we were going to the ſcaffold. 
Many of us thought the fame. We were mov. 
ed by this ſpectacle. 
that a mind capable of bearing up againſt in- 


_ juries, is eaſily melted with marks of pity.— 


Ihe ſoldiers endeavoured to ſoften every thing 
which in this military march had the appea- 
rance of harſhneſs. 


At eight o'clock, we . into che town 


with muſic playing; which was drowned by 
the ſhouts of jay of the Inhabitants. They 
brought wine and fruits, which were faith- 
fully delivered to us by the ſoldiers. *' 


The twenty third at eight o'clack in the 


morning many women came into our priſon; 
they were put in requiſition for the ſervice of 
che houſe; but this requiſition was only an un- 
meaning word, for it required ſome intereſt to 
be elected. It was an affecting ſpectacle to ſee 


young and handſome women, laviſhing the 
malt tender cares upon us, and condeſcending 
to the meaneſt offices with a charming grace. 
The women even among the mob diſtinguiſh- 


5 themſelves by their officious ardour and 
. 


where three thouſand men were under arma 
In going through the city, we perceived marks 


I have often remarked 


1 
zoodneſs. A common ſentiment of bene ro! 
lence and humanity ſeemed to prevail. 

[ perceived in a remote part, a young perſon 
who was particularly attentive. Her figure was 
mild and delicate, her countenance baſhfu}. I 
know not what ſecret emotion impelled me to 
approach her, for Las very far from ſurmiſing 
all the ſervices which ſhe was to render me. 
you ſeem to take (ſaid I to her) a moſt lively 
* intereſt in our misfortunes.“ She anſwered, 
can they be ſeen without being felt? And 
in uttering theſe words in the moſt expreſſive 
tone of voice, a tear ſtole down her cheek. She 
added, I have a brother an emigrant, whom 
* [dearly love; I am ignorant of his fate. — 
aſſured her that I knew him well. She left me 
after this diſcourſe, I perceived that ſhe had 
taken particular notice of my dreſs. - She re- 
turned ſome minutes after with a complete 
ſuit, My aunt (ſaid ſhe) takes upon herſelf 
to comfort you and your friends; for my 
* part I ſhall come to ſee you every day; 
* believe me that your ſituation ſhall never be 
*abſent from my mind.” I tenderly preſſed 
her hands. I was affected. I greatly admired 
thoſ: tender and happy emotions of nature, 


which the fight of misfortune awakens with 
1 
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ſo much force in ſuſoeptible minds. I fam 
that, if the high conceptions of genius have 
occafion for ſolitude, the great and noble affec. 
tions of the heart develope themſelves in miſ. 
fortune. I doubted no more the exiſtence of 


events, unforeſeen, it is true, in the ordinary 


courſe of life, but rapidly brought to light by 
circumſtances. I had known Sophia only one 
hour; already ſhe became my friend. She 
had already done for me every thing, which 
à courageous and active friendſhip- could in- 
ſpire. From this moment ſhe watched over 
my ſituation inceſſantly. The leaſt danger a. 
larmed her, but her tender anxieties were im- 
mediately blended wich the moſt cordial con- 
folations. I enjoyed by her means that pure 
pleaſure, which heaven ſeems to have placed 
in the heart of a modeſt and ſenfible woman. 
The following days, our priſon was filled 
with the inhabitants who brought us proviſi- 
ons of all ſorts. The ſoldiers ſometimes faid 
to them, © you have nothing for us, but now 
_ © when your dear royaliſts are here, you 
© find every thing.” N Well,” they anfwered, 
© muſt we not ſuccour the unfortunate?” 
The twenty ſeventh, I read the accounts 
given by General Hoche to the Convention. 
1 | The 
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The laſt ſentence was: The emigrants placed 
b-rween fire and water, had no alternative but 


to ſurrender. He did not mention the capitu- 
lation. This perfidy inſpired me with the moſk 


lively fears. I begged Sophia to come to the 
door-grate, for fince the 26th Women were not. 
permitted to enter. She came immediate ly. 


[ conjured her inſtantly to get intelligence of 


our fate, and to acquaint me with it without: 


Ugoiſe, N If! it be unfavorable, faid ſhe, I can 
„never tell vou of it.” I aſſured her that 


death did not alarm me, but that even to eſcape 
ir, it was neceſſary chat I ſhould be informed 


in good time. We then agreed that if ſhe 


could not write to me, ſhe ſhould appear with 
a black veil on her head. 5 


chaprEk. III. 


* cut ion 177 the Biſhop of Dol, and 1. Manſ. 4 
Sombreuil. 


Tur E. 28th, At two in the afternoon, 


a ſubaltern of the Gendarmerie, came for Mon- 


ſis eur de Sombreuil, Joſeph de Broglio, de la 
Lon nadel, chief of the Chouans, * Biſhop of 
Dol, and fourteen prieſts, to conduct them to 

8 | Vannes, 
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Vannes. This cirewnaltiite alarmed us. But 
the republican officers diffipated our fears.— 


There was even a report that M. de Sombreul 


was ordered to Paris. Some minutes after 


Sophia came to ſee me, and informed me that 


the eighteen priſoners v were taken to Vannes, 


chained on a cart. 


The 29th, ſome officers of our acquaintane 
forewarned us that a commiſſion had juſt been 


named, which was well ſelected, and recom- 
mended us to inform all thoſe who ſhould be 


called, to inſiſt on the capitulation. 

At eight o'clock, they came for Monſ. de 
Soulange, and fifteen | perſons, to appear before 
the commiſſion ; which, after the examination 


was cloſed, declared to the repreſentatives of 


the people, that they could not condemn pri- 
ſoners, who, by the confeſſion of the ſoldien 
themſelves, had made a capitulation. 

At two o'clock in the afternoon, the repub- 
lican officers came and told us, that they wen 
ſtung with grief and indignation; that they 
would rather die than be members of ſuch 
commiſſion, The general officers ſeeing thi 
diſpoſition of the army, choſe the memben 
from among the Belgians and other foreignens 


The 
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The 39th, at ſeven o clock, Geperel! le Moine, 
a man of coarle manners, and ferocious behas 
viour, arrived At Vannes. by He broke : the com- 
miſſion of Au ai, and nominated four others. 
All the officers having e be ordered the 
firſt who. ſhould 4 716 to accept his place in A | 
commiſſion. He choſe two from among the 
Belgians and one from among the French — 
Each was. .compoſed of a lieutenant-colonel, 
a captain, a ſerjeant, a corporal and a private. | 
Of theſe three commiſſions, the firſt was deſtin- 
ed for Aurai, the ſecond for Quiberon, and the 
third for Vannes, where one was already eſta- 
bliſned. They were juſt returned from con- 
demning | Monſ. de Sombreuil. 8 

At ſeven o'clock, I received a billet from 
Sophia, containing only theſe words, 4 My 
“ heart is on the rack, ſave yourſelf. '—From 
another hand, I received ſome details of the 
interrogatories and execution of the priſoners 
at Vannes; being intereſting and pathetic, I 
mall tranſcribe them, 

The twenty-ninth, Monſ. Sombrenil ap- 


peared before the commiſſion. After having 


declared his name, his age, and the period of 


his emigration, he added, 1 bave hved and 


C2 will 
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- will due a Topal Gn the point of appears 

& ing before God, I ſwear there Was a capitu- 
+ lation made, and that they pledged them. 
2 Jelves to treat the emigrants. as priſoners of 

„ war.” Then turning to the ſoldiers that 
Farrounded him,—* I appeal to your teſtimo- 

ny, grenadiers; ; (faid he) it was before you 
* [ capitulated.” * Yes, (ſaid they) we atteſt 
NIE... The Biſhop of Dol and the other pri- 
ſoners were examined the ſame day. Aﬀter 
their. condemnation they Paſſed the night! in 
the R 

The following day at ten 0 Yclock, a detach- 
ment of the battalion of Paris came to con- 
duct them to the place of execution. They 
tied the hands of the condemned perſons be- 
hind their backs. M. de S. exclaimed again: 
this humiliation. © Your king alſo has been 
I tied,” they ſaid; he then ſubmitted. They 
were draven up on the public walk of Vannes, 
called la garenne. M. de Sombreuil marched 
at theif head. His noble and fierce counte- 
nance formed a contraſt with the calm and 
mild reſignation of the Biſhop of Dol. There 
Was the victim of honor, here the martyr of 


faith, In one was ſeen contempt of life, in 


the other the deſire of death. The inhabi 
tant 


reg 


Fg 3h 


tants of Vannes, bathed in tears, farroundal = 
them. A tender and affecting ſympathy ſeem- 
ed to diffuſe itſelf over the countenance of the 
young \ warrior; ſomething religious and ſa- 
cred in that of the venerable prelate. 

Arrived at the place of execution, they were 
drawn up in a line. Monſ. de Sombreuil re- 


| fuſed to kneel down. The Biſhop of Dol beg- 


ced they would uncover his head. At the 


ſight of his ſerene countenance, in which 


ſhined forth a new life, the people were ſeized 
with a ſacred reverence ; a filent grief pervad- 
ed all. M. de Sombreuil was preſented with 
a bandage: No, (ſaid he) I like to ſee my 

enemy. When the ſoldiers took aim at him, 


he told them, aim more to the right, you 


will miſs me.” —Theſe words were 8 8 2 
ced, and he was no more! 5 

The fate of Monſ. de Sombreuil, and of id 
reſt who were condemned, left us no hope. 
The following day (the 31ſt) a detachment of 
the ſeventy-ſecond regiment came to conduct 
a hundred and fifty priſoners to Vannes.—I 
was of the number, with my comrades of the 
Frgument, of Hector. | 
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W fox” gut on foot at ten In the 
morning. It is five leagues from Aurai to 
Vannes; ; we performed it in four hours. Ma- 
dame de Bokozel followed her huſband, and 


did not quit him for a moment until his death, 


We all admired the courage of this extragrdi- 
nary woman. Her cares and confolationg 
were not confined to her huſband; her UNWea- 
xied ſenſibility extended to every one of us. 
On our arrival at Vannes, we were conduc. 
ed to the church of the ſeminary. It was itt 
mediately filled with men and women who 
Ihewed the ſame intereſt in our behalf as the 
good inhabitants of Aurai. We had proviſi- 
ons of all kinds in abundance; every one 
ſtroye to preſent us with them, and wiſhed 
for a Preference. The rich and poor were 
mixed together. Oh! what an affecting e. 
Quality was this! We were moved even to 
tears. The horror of our ſituation was dill 
pated; a ſoft illuſion made us forget our fete 
ters. We regained our country in our priſon. 


We once more found that people, the ſame 
they 


Are 
the 
try 


en 


perity, tender, humane, and generous. ' Every 
one exclaimed, * af leaft 1 ſhall not die ma 
range land,” and derived a new courage From 
the idea. Once more an exile from my coun- 
ny, theſe recollections have even now an Lin- 
expreſſible charm. 133 N 
We were one hundred and | fte in the 
WE church ; moſt of us naval officers. I remain- 
ed there from the 21ſt of July to the 3d of 
Auguſt : Theſe four days left in my heart an 
indelible impreſſion. Every thing in that 
temple conveyed the image of death. All 
ranks, all ages were confounded together. 
Here the child ſlept by the ſide of his parent, 
who regarded him with the moſt tender con- 
eern. —There the father folded a fon in his 
arms. A little further, the huſband bathed 
with his tears the laſt words that he ſhould 
write to his wife. Two friends embraced each 
other, and ſwore never to part again. If one | 
of us was called to trial, that is to ſay, to death, | 
al were deſirous to follow him, and pronoun- 1 
ced with one voice an eternal adieu —- 
To theſe ſcenes of grief and diſmay, ſome- 
times ſucceeded ſoft and affecting ſcenes.— 
We formed ourſelves into different little par- 
ties 


449) 


Ses. A captain of a ſhip was lying on the 50 
ſtraw, ſurrounded by the officers Who had 
fought under his orders. The grave thoughts x 
of old age, the favorite recollections of other 
times, prevailed alternately i in converſations, 10 
Frequently theſe diſcourſes were enli vened by 
the moſt ſtriking natural ſentiments, and the 
moſt heartfelt effuſions of friendſhip. The MW: 
contemplations of an elderly man, were ſome· . 1 
times interrupted by the chearfulneſs of 1M: ;- 
young one, or the pranks of a child : But a 
midſt this variety of tones, ideas, and affec- 
tions, the ſame reſignation pervaded all; and gur 
in this abode of death, the victims alone wen W 
tranquil.— The inhabitants of Vannes were 
moſt tenderly affected, but no impreſſion was 
ſo exquiſite as, when after public prayer (a 
if by an holy inſpiration,) we raiſed all our 
voices and hands to call down from heaven 


bein 


00 


bleſſing upon France. The ſoldiers on guard 7 
were at firſt motionleſs with aſtoniſhment and dem 
admiration ; but religious ſentiments inſtant forty 
ly revived in their hearts; they came into the Wc: 
midſt of us, and interrupted our prayers willy... 
their lamentations. tho 
"hs 3iſt of July, ten perſons were interro-| Pray 


gated, The 1ſt of Auguſt lixty, and the 2d 
| fortj 
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borty more. A republican office who wi 
preſent at their examination, told me that they 
had aſtoniſhed the auditors by their firmneſs, 

and by the dignity of their anſwers. Not one 
or them betrayed the leaſt ſymptom of weak- 
ness. One of my comrades, Monſ. de Trou- 
* MW jolly faid to his judges, © I demand your juſ- 
( tice in favor of my ſervant. When I cauſed 
(bim to leave France, he knew not my deſigns, 
ge has never carried arms. I alone am re- 
„ {ponfible for his emigration.” Another, M. de 
" WCoatudavel, a young man of an agreeable fi- 
6 gure, preſented himſelf before the tribunal. 
when they aſked his age, he anſwered, that he 
e 
$ 


was thirty, One of his judges, excited by an 
emotion of ſenſibility, ſaid to him, © fir, it is 
* impoſſible, you have not the appearance of 
being twenty.“ „I will not, replied NI. de 
* Coatudavel, redeem my life by a falſehood.” 
The ſecond of Auguſt ſeventy of the con- 
demned were ſhot together; on the morrow 
forty more. We heard the diſcharge of the 
muſquetry, At this fatal report, we were all 
ized with an emotion of horror. A prieſt 
who was with us recited, with a loud voice, the 
Prayers for the dead. a 


ö 3 
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In deſcribing theſe barbarous execution, 
my heart ſtill ſhudders. Never perhaps were 
ſacrificed at one time ſo many intereſting vic- 
tims. In one minute periſhed all that could 
inſpire reſpect, admiration and love. Nothing 
was ſpared, neither venerable old age, nor emi- 
nent ſervices, nor the greateſt talents, nor the 
moſt exalted virtue, nor the moſt tender youth. 
The navy loſt an hundred officers,* of which 
ſome were her pride, others her hope. Oh 
my unfortunate comrades! I have ſurvived 
you ; I ſhall ever mourn for you. I would 
here conſecrate your names, but how can ! 
render them the juſtice they deſerve? Your 
memory deſerves better homage, and I feel the 
happy preſage. A day will come, when retur- 


ned into our empty arſenals, Frenchmen af- 


frighted at this ſolitude, will aſk us what is be- 
come of thoſe officers who carried into the two 
worlds the glory of their country. We ſhall 
tell them : * Thoſe men whom time had ſpa- 
* red, and who had braved the ſteel of the 
: No” enemy, 
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In the great number of officers whom J could here name, 
Meſſf de Soulange and de Froger deſerve particular notice, the 
one by his long and honorable ſervices, the other by his great 
knowledge of every part of the ſea- ſervice, and chiefly in na 
tactics, which raiſcd him to be the worthy ſucceſſor of Monſ. 
de Pavilloa, — 
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enemy, FOIL pe by the hands of 3 your 
« tyrants. Go to their tombs; there unfurl 
© the ſtandards to which they Ne- honor, and 
& their manes will be comforte 

There remained in the ch urch 3 perſoii | 
who obtained the reprieve, which the repre- | 
ſentative Blad had granted to ſervants, and to 
all thoſe who were not ſixteen years old at the 
time of their emigration, or who had left their 
country before 1789. The following chapter 5 
will ther how I ee in that number. 
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* Examination. © 
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Tas firſt of . at noon, nas 
publican officer whom I had known at Aurai, 
came into the church with one of his com- 
rades. What, (cried he) are you yet alive?” 
He added. Here is my friend, who is not 
* lcfs affected than myſelf, with your misfor- 
tunes. Duty obliges us to leave you.— 
* We ſhall return to- night. But if chey are 

„ aking for perfons to be examined, not 
you come forward. 


p . The 
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The to officers returned at four o'clock 
He who was introduced to me in the morning 


examined me attentively. I thought I recol 


lected his features. We had been educated 
together at the college of The ſweeteſ 
remembrance of youth and the moſt tender 
ſentiments of nature aroſe at once in his heart; 
he ee, into my arms, and cried 
out —“ No my friend, you ſhall not die. 
ove were the only words he. could utter, 
He bathed - me with his tears. His comrad: 
matching him from my arms, ſaid to him,— 
2 *:You are too much moved. The ſoldier 
* on duty will have ſome ſuſpicion. To- mor. 
* row we will come and breakfaſt here, and 
© we will concert. with more calmneſs the 
© means to obtain a e It 1s a great 

* point to gain time.” 41 
The next day at Gems in the morning, th 
two officcrs came to the church. We placed 
ourſelves in a corner. I wiſhed to expreſs my 
gratitude to my fellow-ſtudent. © What! (aid 
“he, with emotion) do you talk to me of gra- 
£ titude? Speak only of my happineſs.” 800¹ 
after, by a natural impulſe, we recalled the 
days of bur youth. Theſe recollections have 
always many charms. My ſituation added t 
them 


* 
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them a f. vothing Glenechely On che point 
of throwing a laſt look on life, I directed it to 
chat age when pleaſures: are mere ſports, and 
the paſſions innocent defires ; in which friend- 
hip, that tender commerce of two young 
hearts, has all the purity and novelty of an o- 
rizinal ſentiment. One hour had already elap- 
ſed in theſe effuſions. With what grief did 
we tear ourſelves from them ! His comrade 
was occupied during this time, in admiring 
the priſoners. He told me that theſe executi- 
ons infpired an univerſal horror: That only 
the ſtrongeſt menaces could determine the lol. 
dicrs to obey the orders. 10 

After this converſation, we concerted the 
anſwers which I ſhould make, when I was te 
appear before the tribunal. It was alſo agreed, 
that I ſhould aſk to be examined the firſt, —Y 
that I ſhould" take the name of under 
which I'was little known; but which would 
ſerve to make me known to my family, if a 
reprieve ſhould be granted me. 

The third of auguſt at ſeven in the morn» 
ing, [ went out with all thoſe who were order- 
ed for examination. It was held at the hotel 
de Gouvello. 3 6979 

| Here, 
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gland ſome funds in the name of the houſe of 


Here follows the account of my examiny 
tion. I was oppoſite the preſident; the gallery 
was behind; near a neee Perſons were 


. 
4 | | 57 
22. Lows name, citizen ? 1. | 

X . DIET 


. * what time Bd you emigrate ? 

A. I did not 2 J left France bee 
the revolution. 1 
Q. Have you carried a arms again the Tee 
lis E 5 

A. No. 7 

O. But you Wag in the expedition of Ws 
beron ? | 

. Wunde is true; 5 Sur I was not in a min 


Q "5 you Not a nobleman 5 
A. No. 


Then the preſident Aid hat were th 
reaſons, n which forced n to quit 


France? . 07 
A. I left France i in "alta, to recover in En. 


——— whoſe property was in St. Domingo 
I embarked at Nantes in the month of May, 
I engaged myſelf with a merchant called Wre- 
wenden, I ſtaid with him a long time. This 

mar 


-t wy 


Dig a bankrupt, was obliged to go to Scotland. 
o France under the bloody reign of Robef- 
piere. Finding myſelf in London without re- 


nents applied to me to keep his accounts: T 
engaged with him. When we ſet ſail, I 


myſelf at Quiberon, and I was preparing to 
eturn to England the very moment when 
he fort was taken. Citizen, if I had not loft 
y papers with my property, I could give 
our juſtice, to grant me a reprieve 9 order 
hat I may procure them. 

Q. Citizen, was the merchant at whoſe 
ouſe you were, of the oppoſition party ? 

A. I do not know his political opinions. 
Then the preſident ſaid to me with kindneſs 
ce,” At theſe words, the galleries which 
ad obſerved a profound filence applauded 


ho remained to be examined. TI deſired 


D Entrechaux 


man who behaved to me Ie a father, Beet | 


| parted from him. I was unwilling to return 
ſources, the quarter-maſter of the French regi- 


bought we were going to Jerſey. I found 


you proofs of what I advance. But I rely on 


make yourſelf eaſy: We will do you juſ- 


th the moſt lively expreſſions of joy. 1 
ent into the apartment where thoſe were 


an not to appear to know me. Monſieur ' 


of 
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D' Entrechaux paſſed for a ſervant. At noog 


voured 1 in vain to fave him. 


* 


the commiſſion cloſed. Every one had been g. 
examined. Art one o'clock, Sophia came with 
one of her friends to aſk for me She pro- an 
nounced with a loud voice the name of Chau- 
mereix. This incident might have been very ha 
injurious to me. I went to the window and MW ba 
faid to her, The citizen whom you aſk for, Wt: 
e jg no longer here; go this night to the houſe ¶ the 
of arreſt: The citizen will give you {Wut 
© ſome account of him.” —Sophia was ſo trou- WD | 
bled that ſhe did not underſtand what I ſaid. Bu 
Her friend underſtood me and took her away, ND 
J paſſed from noon till four o'clock with ” 
thoſe who had juſt been interrogated. One 7 
might ſay that the approach of death increaſ. Neon 


: ed their ſerenity. A pupil of the navy M. de aro! 
Payen, who only exceeded the term to which 


reprieves were granted, by ſix months, declar- 


ed his age, tho' his appearance was extremely r 
young. The preſident of the tribunal end nen 


At four o'clock in the evening, the detach: 
ment charged with the execution arrived. The 
ſecretary called thoſe who were condemned to 
die. The name of M. de N. having been 
badly written in the regiſter, he did not an{wel 
, The 


EY 


The OOO went on to the reſt, He Was 
going to retire, when M. de N. told him, © It 
jg certainly my name that you have called; +; 
and he followed his comrades, 

When the call was over, a corporal tied the 
hands of the perſons condemned behind their 
backs. To add to the horror of the ſpectacle, 
they were preceded by men who were to dig 
their graves. Twenty-eight were going to 
ſuffer. Twelve had obtained a reſpite. Monſ. 
D'Entrechaux and I were of this number. 
But when our unfortunate companions turned 
towards us for the laſt time, ſaying, * Do 
net forget us, we are happy to fee you have 
i eſcaped,” we not only did not feel the happy 
contraſt of our ſituation, but new ſentiments 
aroſe in our minds. We were very near be- 
traying ourſelves, by demanding ro follow 
them. Our hearts ſtruggling with ſecret re- 
morſe, and torn with grief, made us expe- 
rience torments more cruel than that death we 
kad eſcaped. Half an hour after, we heard 


he fatal Jiſeharge ; and almoſt at the ſame 
* ; inſtant, 
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7 All thofe who had been witneffes of theſe horrible. execu- 
10ns, thought that in the general courage and covlneſs of the k 
tins, it was impoſſiole to diſtinguiſh any one. However the 11 
tmacis of M. de Rergariou-Loemaria, a diſtinguiſhed offizer,, i] 

alloniſhed 


© 69 


inſtant, we fon paſſing by us, the bleeding re. 0 
mains of our friends. I fell down ſenſeleſs ne 
I endeavoured in vain to take ſome repoſe; ¶ lal 
frighrful phantoms purſued me. At length MW tin 
after much agitation, I heard a voice which ne 
calmed my ſenſes; it was that of Sophia,whom ¶ yo 
I had not till then perceived, and who w wh 
come into the hotel. wh 

All thoſe who had obtained 100 8 of Bu 
the different commiſſions, were taken the next Hof 
day, the 4th, to the tower of Vannes. Weiche 


were one hundred and eight. for 
Fe ( 
RES Ts bb M. 
CHAPTER. VL "ne 

9 5 4 Was 
My reſidence in the Tower of Vannes, and my ccc a. 
M Y two friends came to ſee me in 4 


the tower. I will not endeavour to deſcribe 
their joy. They rejoiced much more than mj. 
ſelf at my good fortune. They were to go tl 
next day; they were willing to give me the 
whole day. How delicious were thoſe moments 

| Our 
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aſtoniſhed even his companions. His brother, m_ of the 
regiment of Dreſnay, had already periſhed in the affair of the 

16th. His nephew M. de Lage de Volude, a promiſing young 
man, was miſſed twice. The wounded unable to walk, were ſh 
on their mattrefſes! This exceſs of barbarity is Inconceivadlh 
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. W Our ens how afMiQing! Tender and ge- 
nerous friends! you have left in my heart a 
laſting impreſſion. Impelled by different deſ- 
tinies, we have not ſerved under the ſame ban- 
ners, but you acted in the perſuaſion that 
you were ſerving your country. Fatal illuſion! 
which glory ſeemed willing to prolong, and 
which has too much ſerved your crafty tyrants! 
But you have remained innocent in the midſt 
of ſo many crimes; if I have fought againſt 
the Revolution, you have ameliorated its miſe 
fortunes. T 1 oft 

On the ſixth, a natroblican ſoldier to whoas 
M. D'Entrechaux had delivered his purſe at 
the taking of the fort, having heard that he 
was not executed, came to Vannes to WERE 
YEA! was tranquil till the ſixtecnth. 

The ſixteenth, the chiefs of the Chouans 
propoſed that if the priſoners would revolt, 
hey would advance in the night to ſecond 
them. There were in the town 2000 pri ſoners 
and only 600 ſoldiers to guard them. The 
plot was diſcovered by two ſoldiers of the re- 
piment of Hervilly. Canons were placed be- 
lore the priſons. Seven chiefs of the Ghougne 


he 
cre immediately ſhot. 
ot The day following, General le Moine came 


rable | E 2 - t 
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| to the tower, and warned us that upon the 


leaſt movement, he would exterminate us with 

grape-ſhot. The language of this ferocioug 

man exaſperated the ſoldiers. | Wie 
On the 18th, the repreſentative Blad, AFriy- 


wa at Vannes; he permitted the inhabitants to 


viſit us as uſual, from eight till twelve, and 
from two till eight. He took great pains to 
comfort all thoſe who had relations among 
us. He did not ſeem to have any apprehen- 
ſion for our fare, and I believe he was in eas 


neſt, We were already indebted to him for 


our reprieve ; beſides he had endeavoured to 
improve our ſituation. 

General le Moine had placed the privates 
who were priſoners, in a camp which was on 


a public walk, and oppofite to us. We might 
be known by thoſe of our regiments. From 


that time our minds were employed on the 
means of eſcaping. It was neceſſary to find 
in the town, a houſe where we {hould be re- 
ceived. The miſtreſs of that to which we were 
recommended, waited for us during eight days, 


and ſlept on a mattreſs behind her door. 


We had under our windows, and very neat 
us, two ſentinels. On a day of public pro- 
menade, one of theſe ſoldiers ſaid to his com- 
rades 


( 


TOO «I lay that lam able to diſtinguiſh pa- 
6 criots from royaliſts;ꝰ and loving 2 woman 
paſs by with a majeſtic mien; © pray, citizen, 
„are you not a patriot?” —* Yes, anſwered 
* ſhe, as good a one as ER” and the two 
ſoldiers fell a laughing. 2 7 

Sophia had been ill ſince thi 16rh. - She 
came to ſee me on the. 20th," This tender 
friend had the moſt gloomy preſages. She 
inceſſantly repreſented to me that the dangers 
[ ſhould run in endeavouring to eſcape, were 
far leſs. than thoſe to which we were expoſed 
in our preſent ſituation. 

The 27th, nothing had yet an 
The 28ch, they came to demand twelve per- 
ſons to be examined. It was not in my power 
to furniſh proofs of what I had advanced, 


Soon after I heard that all, even to the ſervants 


were to be ſhot, 
Our only concern then was, to concert means 
to eſcape a death which appeared certain. 
There was at the top of the tower, directly 
under the roof, a little place which I had per- 
ceived ſome days before. We went to it, 
carrying our mattreſſes. We requeſted our 
friends to ſay that we had been interrogated, 


nd to make public an account of our death. 
They 


ourſelves, we left the tower.“ They had 


5 


3 


- 


They were taking away the priſoners until 


noon. At four we heard the diſcharge. At 


ſeven the remainder was called. —l heard the 


officer aſking if there was nobody elſe? They 
anſwered no Wa 1 


Imagine ro yourſelf our ſituation; ina ſpace 
of fix fect ſquare, obliged to ſtand concealed 


behind our mattreſles, almoſt afraid to breathe, 
and fearing every moment to be diſcover. 


ed. Thus we paſſed two days, ſuſfering every 


inſtant all the horrors of death. I ought not 
to forget the moſt ſtriking circumſtance. Af. 
ter the execution of the priſoners, the inhabi- 
tants came into the tower, to reclaim the effects 
which they had brought thither. The' ſoldi- 
ers would not give them up. How, ſaid 


the inhabitants, after having maſſacred theſe 


* ill-fated men, do you wiſh to plunder us?” 
A woman among them, more enraged than the 
reſt, diſcovered the place where we were, ſciz- 
ed one of the mattreſſes, and perceiving us, 
No, ſaid ſhe, going immediately away, I was 
* miſtaken ; there is nothing of mine here.” 
At nine in the evening, having diſguiſed 


badly 


1 


From all the accounts I have received, I preſume that about 


þſtcegn or twenty perſons may have eſcaped from the priſonk 


Tam) 

badly deſcribed the houſe to which we were 
to go; we entered another. We began to 
fear we were diſcovered ; “Fear nothing, 
* ſaid the maſter, I ſee that you are unfortu- 
“nate emigrants. My houſe 1s yours, ſtay 
u here.” Our tears indicated our gratitude. 
He conducted us to the houſe we were look-= 
ing for, where we remained concealed from 
the 13th of Auguſt, to the 17th of September. 
We have pailed over in filence many cir- 
cumſtances relative to our eſcape; We were 
fearful of betraying our benefaQtors to the 
rage of our r aſſaſſins. Sh 


CHAPTER vn. 
My arrival on board the Engl iſh N 5 


Ox the ſeventeenth, we propefed to 
wail ourſelves of an opportunity to reach the 
Engliſh ſquadron. M. D'Entrechaux and 1 
went to a houſe out of the town. The follow- 
ing day, two women came to conduct us; we 
dreſſed like country labourers. - MEN 

At nine we ſet out; after walking a league, 
we ſaw four men armed with clubs ſpring. 
from a hedge, who faid laughing, Faith had 
you 
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* you been Blues, (ſo they call the republicai 
aer you were undone; but we. knoy 
* you.” We continued our route; and afict 
hv: four hours, we arrived at the firſt 
village. One of the women conducted us to 
a houſe; ſhe ſpoke in the dialect of Low Brit. 
tany to our hoſts, and they brought us din. 
ner. When we parted, theſe good people 
heaped bleſſings upon us, and it was impoſ- 
fible to make them accept of any thing. We 
had a river to croſs which lay between us and 
the village where we were to ſleep. When we. 
were going to croſs it, ſome Chuuans cried to 


us—The Blues are coming. We waited ſome I x 
time, and we ſaw a detachment of twelve ſol- boi 
diers paſs who were going out of the village, bay 
We then entered. The man to whom weW 7 
were recommended, ſaid, You ſhall ſet out Wh, 
* to-morrow at ten o'clock for the place af nue 
* embarkation, I will ſend two men to col ou 


* duct you; the one {hall go before and let 
* you know when the patrol will paſs.” . We 
preſently heard. a noiſe. It was a new detach- 
ment which came into the houſe next to us 
We concealed ourſelves in a barn, and the.next 
morning. very early we departed with our tW0 
conductors; ; We Went over fields and thorl 


hedge 


TH# 


badges, After caveliing two Hotifs we arri- 
ved at a houſe where we were expected. We 
ſtayed there till the night of the 2oth, when a 
boat took us, and at eight in the morning 
we were on board the Engliſh ſquadron.— 
fir John Warren ſhewed the moſt lively inter- 
in our favor. Some time after, Captain 
Bertie came on board the commodore. I had 
ſled in the Thunderer ; he wiſhed me to. re- 
turn to that ſhip. I there found agaiff the ſame 
obliging behaviour and the attentive civilities 
which the officers of the Engliſh ſquadron 
have laviſhed on our corps. 
had received a letter from Sophia; ſhe 
iniſhed with theſe WE Fly 277 this un- 
bappy land. N 
This tender friend had "II me the little 
oney ſhe had left, Sophia ! you have done 
uch more than ſnatched me from death. 
ou have enlivened days which grief would 
have harrowed up. I carry with me into ex- 
Ile your ſweet and conſoling remembrance. 
mould I never ſee more that country ſo dear 
o me, Sophia, you poſſeſs my heart. I can 
ledicate to you only my lifes 
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a OBSERV ATIONS. 


Tas origin of the Chouans i is well known, 
They were formed from the wreck of La 
Vendee after the battle of Mans. They were 
diſperſed in eleven departments compriſing 
Brittany, Maine, Anjou, and a part of Nor- 
mandy. Thoſe of Vitre were the beſt diſcipli- 
hed. There was in Grand Champ a body of 
three thoufand men, which might be looked 
upon as the center of the general rendezvous. 
A body of equal force was on the fide of dar- 
eau. They were partly compoſed of ſca-fa- 
ring men. The Chovans whoſe number was 
about eighty thouſand, were nor like the army 
of La Vendee, regularly organized. Diſperſed 
drer a vaſt extent of country, they did not 
obey any particular chief; however they ac- 
knowledged different commanders and one 
council, at the head of which at that time was 
Monſ. de Puifaye, who regulated their move- 
rents and concentrated them together. 

The Chouans carried on a cruel war againſt 
the republican ſoldiers. Concealed during the 
75 N reaſſembled in the uight, procured 
2 intelligence 
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intelligence in the villages, and ſurpriſed il 


detachments of them. I ſaw thirty dragvong 
£0 out of Vannes, whereof only ſeven return. 
ed at night; they brought with them only one 
wounded priſoner ; this man was very tall and 
had a white cockade in his hat. 

Many officers have aſſured me that fined 


| the Chouans had again taken up arms, twelye 


thouſand republican ſoldiers had periſhed, 
This war which conſiſted of murderous and 


obſcure combats, continually renewed, wa 


1 repugnant to the army. 
Going from Vannes to the place where 


| "Fl to embark, I paſſed the night at the houſe 


of an old man. © Here (faid he) are 150 cart 
* ridges 3; my two ſons are with the Chouanz, 
1 . it is time to finiſh this work; we mull 
* not only fend our children, the fathers alſo 
3 march.” I met on the road a grett 


number of Chouans who had been informed 


that I was to paſs. I difcourſed a good deal 
with them. I diſcovered in all of them a pro- 
found hatred againſt the Blues and againſt the 
republican government. They enquired after 
their ancient landlords, to whom they had at 
extraordinary attachment. They wiſhed tor 
them, they called upon their names. If they 

_ 
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„dere with us, ſaid they, things would go or 


quite otherwiſe ;. but we have nobody ta 
command us.” I muſt in truth declare that 
M. de Puiſaye apprared to have their confi- 
genes 

The Quiberon hi bit given riſe to 
an opinion reſpecting the Chouans, which I 
believe abſolutely falſe. It would have been 
better to have employed them in the kind of 
warfare to which they had been accuſtomed, 


or elſe to have organized and diſciplined them. 


Neither the one nor the other has been done, 

Tn reſuming theſe obſervations, it appears 
very certain that the Chouans without the 
ſplendor or the glory of La Vendee, were per- 
haps more dangerous to the Republic, becauſe 
they occupied a larger and more important 
track of country, Their ſentiments of reli- 
gion and royalty were as fervid as in the peo- 
ple of La Vendee, but they were in want of a 
Roche Jaquelin, a Charette, &c. 

The main army of General Hoche did not 
exceed ſeven or eight thouſand. I carefully 
noticed the prevailing ſpirit among them, — 
The war being prolonged, the moſt intelligent 
people foreſaw what has happened, that the 
Emy would become every day more eſtranged 
from 


f* 


ca 


from political queſtions; and * ideas, pure. 
ty military, would prevail. Thus we ſee no 
more of thoſe clubs and thoſe orators who 
cauſed deſpair in the mind of Dumourier, 
St. Juſt eſtabliſhed in 1793 in the army of 
Alſace a diſcipline, which the commiſſionerg 
of tlie conventien at length carried into all 
the republican armies, The code of this 
triumvirate would have aſtoniſhed Frederic, 
The ſoldiers obeyed theſe terrible laws ; a pro: 


digy which cannot be explained but by com- 


bining the ideas of country and liberty which 
gave ſtrength to the command, and of the 
ideas of equality which vals rhe difference 
ob ranks, 

The preſence of the commi e of the 
convention in the armies has further contribu- 
ted to maintain diſcipline : It has reſtricted 
the generals to the ſimple execution of the 
plans marked out by the committee of war. 
Every ſource of influence was in their hands, 
The reſult of it was, that theſe generals, with- 
out importance, without power, leaving one 
army for another, communicated to no- one 
any particular ſyſtem of thinking, and no im- 
preſſion remained but a general national ſen- 
timent, which has ſtrangly attached the * 

WER: - | et 
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irs to ths dene of the country. Thus has 
the French convention avoided thoſe dangers 
which proved fatal to the Roman ſenate. * 

We are not then to rely on the influence of 
the army on the form of government; ſubdu- 
rs Wd by the ruling power, it has but one object, 
end that is peace. Some glowing and ambi- 
is tous minds will perhaps regret the rapid ant 
% brilliant ſtrokes of war z but all the officers 
. pant after the peaceable enjoyment of their 
a- promotions; all the ſoldiers of the requifition 
hne eager to return to their fire-fides; Theſe 
ae eight hundred thouſand men which being em- 
ee bodied in the interior, threatened ſo much a- 

larm to the actual government, will be eaſily 

ae reduced to the ordinary peace; eſtabliſhment ? 
u- It is on the public mind that we ought to 
d {repoſe our hopes ; and the change which is 
he WO brought about in France in this reſpect is im- 
r. menſe. The round of popular projects is en- 
Is hauſted. Europe has been completely duped 
h- ¶ by a new ſyſtem of moderation: This was at- 
ne ¶ ributed to the convention. It has not been 
ne ¶ obſerved that the party which overthrew Ro- 
n- ¶ beſpierre, ſought only to eſcape from the pro- 
n. ſcription that threatened it, and ſeize on the 
i. power; it was ſoon obliged to give way to the 


rs . | general 


— nn Tr nn nnen—ne 


p } 
71 
Vt 


N 
1 
0 
i 
H 
4 
80 
f 
is 
4 
ji 
1 
[ 
1 


—— —— vo — Wet er es 
: 
— = 


rats Ian Mr = ra 
— — . rr rue 


* 56 5 
general motion; but ſince, it his been con 


ſtantly employed in reſtraining the influence 


of the general will. Public opinion has al. 
ways ſurpaſſed the convention in every mea- 
ſure of juſtice and humanity. Tired at length 
with this ſtruggling, it has publicly abjured 
the ſyſtem of moderation; and the laſt days 
of his wretched exiſtence have been marked 
by decrees. worthy; of Robeſpierre.—His ty- 
ranny is about to be multiplied under new 
forms. By the report of cannon the conſtitu- 
tion was proclaimed ;: by the blood of fout 


thouſand citizens it has been ſealed: 


Oh my country! Lcannot foreſte thy great 


deſtinies. But tyranny cannot reign long 
where I have ſeen ſo many virtues. Ves, may- 
eſt thou become the happy abode of liberty and 


of glory! May our unhappy diviſions be for- 
gotten !' Six years of misfortunes ought to 
bave appeaſed all hatred. Frenchmen, let the 
ſame deſire, the ſame ſentiment reunite you 


Prepare by your wiſdom and courage, that day 
which your tyrants dread -a day of conſola- 
tion, in which all errors will be forgotten, al 


faults pardoned, and guilt ini to re 
morſe! $15) en s 
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